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James D. Studer is an educational consultant and lecturer based in the Austin, Texas area. He retired in 
December 2010 from day to day involvement in higher education after 45 years as a senior level 
administrator and tenured faculty member. 
 
In the summer of 2007, Dr. Studer joined The University of Texas System as Associate Vice Chancellor for 
Student Affairs. In this role, he was responsible for the planning, management and evaluation of programs, 
and the development of policies focused on student affairs, such as tuition, financial aid, enrollment 
management, developmental education, student success assessment, and campus life at the System level 
and in cooperation with the student affairs and academic affairs staffs on the University of Texas campuses. 
He was the first person to hold this newly created position. 
 
Prior to coming to The University of Texas System, Dr. Studer was an administrator and faculty member at 
Texas State University in San Marcos Texas for over sixteen years. For fourteen years he was the Vice 
President for Student Affairs leading a comprehensive student affairs division on a campus of 27,000 
students. As the chief student affairs officer, he was responsible for directing enrollment management 
efforts, student support services, intercollegiate athletics, police, residence life, student health, and student 
life engagement programs while addressing critical student and university issues. At that time the Student 
Affairs budget was $47 million with over 450 employees and numerous student employees.  
 
He was also an Associate Professor in the Department of Educational Administration for twelve years 
where he was the program coordinator of the College Student Affairs Master’s degree program. From 
August, 2005 to June, 2007, he was a full-time faculty member and for nine months in 2005, he served as 
Special Assistant to the President of Texas State. 
 
Prior to coming to Texas State, Dr. Studer was the Assistant Vice President for Student Affairs and 
Services and Director of Student Life at Michigan State University for eleven years.  He was also an 
Assistant Adjunct Professor of Higher Education at Michigan State as well as the Associate Program 
Director of the MSU Health Promotion Program.  Other professional positions Dr. Studer has held are 
Dean of Student Life at Ohio Wesleyan University in Delaware, Ohio (1969-1980) and Assistant and 
Associate Dean of Students at The Defiance College in Defiance, Ohio (1965-1969). 
 
Dr. Studer received the B.S. degree from The Defiance College (major-Biology), the M.A. Degree from 
Bowling Green State University (Counseling and Guidance) and the Ph.D. degree from The Ohio State 
University (Higher Education Administration).  He also holds certificates from the Harvard University 
Management Development Program and the Texas Governor's Executive Development Program in the 
Lyndon B. Johnson School of Public Affairs at the University of Texas at Austin.  
 
Dr. Studer is involved in a number of state, regional, and national professional organizations.    Amongst 
his honors are the Alumni Citation for Academic Excellence from The Defiance College, the Texas State 
Black Student Alliance Jerome H. Supple Leadership Award and the Texas Association of College and 
University Student Personnel Administrators Faculty Member of the Year award in 2006 and in 2010 the 
James Caswell Distinguished Service Award from the same association. He was named a Diamond 
Honoree of the American College Personnel Association Foundation in 2009 for his outstanding and 
sustained contributions to higher education and to student affairs. 
  
Dr. Studer has been a consultant to college and university campuses over his career on topics such as staff 
development, organizational change, strategic planning, staff evaluation, and assessment as well as a being 
a workshop facilitator. He has regularly been a presenter or co-presenter at professional conferences and 
meetings and on college campuses. 
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